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Baptist Cardiovascular Services Introduces New Technology for Congestive
Heart Failure Treatment

Baptist Cardiovascular Services, a division of Baptist Medical Center in Jackson, Miss,, is proud
to announce the addition of Aquapheresis Therapy using the Aquadex FlexFlow to its latest
advancement in the treatment of patients with fluid overload — hel ping patients and clinicians
breathe easier.

Jackson, Miss. (Vocus) November 23, 2009 -- For heart failure patients suffering from fluid overload, timeis of
the essence. Excess fluid builds up in various locations in a patient’ s body and eventually, can lead to a reduction
in the amount of oxygen entering the blood causing shortness of breath and discomfort. Baptist Cardiovascular
Services, adivision of Baptist Medical Center in Jackson, Miss., is proud to announce the addition of
Aquapheresis Therapy using the Aquadex FlexFlow to its latest advancement in the treatment of patients with
fluid overload — helping patients and clinicians breathe easier.

Fluid overload refers to a condition in which excess salt and water accumulates throughout a patient's body. In
fact, this excessfluid is what puts the "congestive" in congestive heart failure and is the cause of the most obvious
and common symptoms seen. An inefficient heart can lead to a buildup of excess fluid, which accumulatesin the
lungs, liver and extremities, causing shortness of breath, decreased function of vital organs and swelling of the
extremities.

CHF isacondition that affects approximately five million Americans and is responsible for one million annual
hospitalizations. This surpasses the number of hospitalizations due to al forms of cancer and heart attacks
combined. More than 500,000 new cases of heart failure are diagnosed each year. The estimated economic burden
of heart failure careisin excess of $28 billion in the United States. Due to prolonged hospitalizations and high
readmission rates, many hospitals often lose more than $1,000 for each heart failure admission.

“With the implementation of this new treatment protocol, we are able to reduce the time it takes to treat heart
failure patients,” said Cardiologist James Warnock, MD with Jackson Heart Clinic, P.A. The faster we're able to
get the patients breathing easier, the better their outcomes and the more quickly they get home to their families.

The use of Aquadex FlexFlow can help Baptist patients with fluid overload breath easier and decrease length of
stay. Dr. Warnock added, “We are hopeful that this therapy will also reduce the chance that a patient will come
back to the hospital with the same problem.”

About Baptist Health Systems

Baptist Health Systemsis the parent company of Baptist Medical Center, The Mississippi Hospital for
Restorative Care and a number of related healthcare services and programs. For over 100 years, Baptist Medical
Center has served Mississippi and the surrounding states as a Christian-based, non-profit comprehensive medical
Center.

From its beginningsin 1908, Baptist has grown to include a medical center providing comprehensive services for
peoplein every stage of life. The 500+ members of Baptist’s medical staff represent more than 85 medical
specialties.

Baptist Medical Center has been awarded the Gold Seal of Approval ™ and has achieved Disease-Specific Care
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Certification from the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) in the areas of
cancer services, acute coronary syndrome and outpatient diabetes. Additionally, Baptist was the first organization
in the United States to earn this distinction for an entire cancer program.

Visit Baptist on the web at www.mbhs.org. For more information contact the Baptist Health Line at
1-800-948-6262 or 948-6262.

Follow Baptist on Twitter at www.twitter.com/bapti stmednews. Become a Baptist Facebook fan at
www.facebook.com/baptistmednews. Or, view us on Y ouTube at www.youtube.com/bapti stmednews.
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Contact Information
Robby Channell
http://www.mbhs.org
601-968-5135

OnlineWeb 2.0 Version
Y ou can read the online version of this press release here.

PRWebPodcast Available
Listen to Podcast MP3 Listen to Podcast iTunes Listen to Podcast OGG
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